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SCALEFOUR SOUTHWEST 2019
A part of Railwells

The Town Hall, Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2RB

Saturday 10th August - 10.30 to 17.30
Sunday 11th August  -  10.00 to 16.30

Adult - £7.00
Wheelchair users/children 14-17 - £4.00
 Accompanied children under 14  -   Free

www.railwells.com

Scalefour Society members can use their Saturday tickets
on Sunday also, but must show their membership card and
have their ticket endorsed on Saturday.
Cover: Great Bardfield. Photo by Dave Hawkins. Photo: Wells Tourist Office

Touris.............................

This year is the 42nd year the Wells Railway Fraternity’s model
railway exhibition has been held.

Scalefour Southwest has been an integral part of Railwells for a
long time. This year it is joined by a Special Section for EM,
which has been incorporated to promote the track that Peco is
producing for the EM Gauge Society.

Included in Railwells this year are layouts that include Black
Lion Crossing by Geff Kent, an example of EM gauge modelling.
Also Faringdon by Stephen Williams, a prototype layout in P4
with the new street of houses on the end. These layouts are
joined by others including John Birkett-Smith’s rendition of
Totnes in N gauge.

This year is the 75th anniversary of D-Day. Phil Smith has built
a layout of a small French scene receiving troops and supplies.
Roger Orpwood’s T scale layouts locos are so small that motors
will not fit into them; after last year’s very mini display he will
be bringing along his part built 8ft layout. In the room on the
right of the foyer Malcolm Barton will be back with more rail-
wayana.

David Maidment, Chairman of the Railway Children Charity, is
attending and will be pleased to sign any of his books that you
buy.

If you follow the stand numbers round the show you will not
miss any of this year’s special delights. There are 13 layouts,
22 traders plus demonstrations and displays.

Refreshments by Queen Street Deli
Available all day, starting with breakfast baguettes, going on to
ploughman's lunches and afternoon tea and cake.

Travel and parking
Parking in Wells on a Saturday can be a problem, so if you visit
on this day then take the bus or find a parking space and walk,
as nothing is very far. Sunday is a quieter day both in the city
and the exhibition.  However, this year there will again be £3.00
parking for those attending the exhibition. Just follow the
prominent Railwells/Palace Field parking signs.

About Wells
Wells, England’s smallest city, was granted a Royal Charter by
King John in 1201, awarding it the status of a free borough.
Wells takes its name from the springs that rise in the gardens
of the Bishop’s Palace; this water flows through the conduit in
the Market Place and on down either side of the High Street.

Nestling at the foot of the Mendip Hills, the city is a conservation
miracle, its historic core preserved almost intact from the
Middle Ages. The magnificent Cathedral of St Andrew and its
green are jewels in a crown of ancient streets, glorious buildings
and characterful shops. There is a good range of places to eat
in the city from fish and chips to top class hotels.

Wishing to stay over the weekend?
The Wells Tourist Information Centre can be reached on 01749
671770 or www.wellssomerset.com.

This Guide was correct when going to press, some months in
advance of the show. For the latest information please visit
www.railwells.com or www.scalefour.org/scalefoursouthwest.

Organizer: Chris Challis    01749 938362
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LIKE most areas of the country, Essex had its
fair share of proposed lines which never came

to fruition. Great Bardfield is a ‘might have been’
station on a fictitious extension to the Colne
Valley and Halstead Railway. The line connected
Great Yeldham on the CV&H to Ongar on the
Great Eastern Railway, thus providing a direct,
if slow, link to London.

The model portrays rural Essex in the mid to late
1950s. Like many stations in the area, the
village it claims to serve is a good mile away.
Decline and ultimate closure were inevitable
once roads were improved enough to support
local buses and freight hauliers. The line had a
brief resurgence during the war, but the Great
Bardfield to Great Yeldham section was closed
shortly after, save for a short section serving
local industries. Complete closure came in 1962,
before even Dr Beeching could do his worst.

Scenic contours are created with blocks of
expended polystyrene cut with a hot wire and
stuck in place. This is covered with plaster
impregnated bandage (ModRoc), painted brown
and surfaced with Woodland Scenics burnt grass

to give a subdued effect. Before adding the weeds, wild flowers and other foliage, clumps of coarser material were added at random,
generally to cover any bald patches remaining. The bushes, weeds and smaller plants are a mixture of Woodland Scenics foliage,
Scalelink etchings and N scale
‘lavatory brush’ trees, which
when cut up make excellent
nettles and rosebay willowherb.
The lineside fence at the back of
the layout uses Ratio post and
wire fencing with the pointed
tops removed from the posts to
shorten them and disguise their
GWR origins.

Presented by
Dave Hawkins

Great Bardfield

Photo: Dave Hawkins

The layout is a scale model of the former GWR
branch station at Faringdon in Oxfordshire and is

entirely hand built by Stephen Williams. The model
depicts the station as it might have appeared during
the transition from GWR to BR ownership during the
period 1947-55. As was typical of minor routes in this
period of change, the buildings still retain the colours
of the former GWR, but the the engines and stock
carry the new liveries of the nationalized railway.

Passenger services at the real Faringdon were never
more than a shuttle service to the junction at Uffing-
ton and this ceased at the end of 1951. Some artistic
licence has therefore been used in extending both the
time frame for the model and in showing a more
varied range of typical branch line trains than would
actually have been seen. So, in addition to the Pan-
nier tank with its curious ‘Concertina’ coach that
formed the real Faringdon branch train in the final
years, viewers may also see large and small Prairie
tanks on imagined local services from Swindon and

Didcot, as well as a Collett Goods engine on branch freight trains.

The construction of the layout adopted entirely conventional ap-
proaches. The trackwork is all hand made using riveted wooden
sleepers. The buildings are made from card and painted with water
colours, following Pendon practice, with the scenery showing influ-
ence of Pendon as well as Barry Norman’s work. Locomotives and
rolling stock include some converted items of ready-to-run stock but
most originate from good quality kits.

Faringdon

Presented by
Rex Davidson Photo: Rex Davidson
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This is a representation of Ilkley engine shed (West
Yorkshire) where the Midland and North Eastern Rail-

ways met.  Locomotives from both of these companies and
their successors used the shed, though ex-LNER use ended
in 1954, with the services from Ilkley via Otley to Leeds
being taken over by London Midland Region engines.

The shed was the second to be built in Ilkley – the first was
adjacent to the station, but was deemed too dirty and smoky,
so in 1892 this one was built a few hundred yards away.

Ilkley was a sub-shed of Manningham (itself under Leeds
Holbeck) and so in 1957 was transferred into the North
Eastern Region of British Railways. The shed closed in 1959
with the dieselization of local passenger services in the area.

Stanier 3P 2-6-2 tanks were the mainstay in the late 1950s,
but an L&Y Radial tank and an Ivatt tank were also based there.
Other loco types seen on shed at this time were MR 1P 0-4-4
tanks and the Ivatt Class 2 tender variant.  Lemon 2P 0-4-4
tanks, MR/LMS 2P 4-4-0s, were regular earlier in the 1950s,
along with ex-LNER J39s, D49s and G5s.

This layout started as a quick proving exercise to try and complete a model railway in P4.  It was inspired by the Scalefour Society
Standard Gauge Workshop, and Bristol Area Group’s GOYA initiative. While the size is larger than either, it did at least provide the
inspiration to get modelling!  However, learning that the Midland Railway Study Centre in Derby Silk Mill held the drawings for the
shed turned the project into a serious layout. The trackplan is quite compressed, but is hopefully recognizable…

There are five inspection pits on the layout, of three different types as per the prototype. The shed was laser cut by Paul Townsend
of the Bristol Area Group.  Windows are
etched, as off the shelf options weren’t quite
right, by Justin Newitt of Rumney Models, who
is also a member of both the Bristol and
Glevum Area Groups.  The turntable well was
turned by Richard Lane, of the Bristol Area
Group.  Useful places these area groups!

Ilkley Engine Shed

Presented by
Pete TarverPhoto: Pete Tarver

Presented here is Tim’s latest project: a rendition
of the Somersetshire Coal Canal at Wellow. The

canal from Midford to Radstock was converted to a
plateway in 1815. An early steam engine was tried
in August 1826, which sets the date for this model.
The plateway was purchased by the later Somerset
& Dorset, for conversion into a railway. The site of
the S&D is off the front of the layout.

The tunnel at Wellow forms the inspiration, plus
there was an aqueduct over Mill Lane. No known
photographs exist of the plateway, so it will be quite
difficult to ‘prove me wrong’! Getting the Georgian
landscape to look convincing is another challenge.
Even more challenging will be the horses, but pro
tem, the steam engine may work.

A Scalescenes church saves a lot of time, while the
track is Peco code 100 rail laid on its side. Every-
thing else must be scratchbuilt, including the
wheels of all the waggons.

Gauge was about 3’4”, and the flanges are to scale height.
The layout was entered for the ‘Cameo layout’ competi-
tion, but as you can see, it didn’t make the finals – maybe
next year.

The Somersetshire
Coal Canal at Wellow

Presented by
Tim VentonPhoto: Tim Venton

Editor’s note: As the Somersetshire Coal Canal plateway
was constructed somewhat before the advent of track
planning software, we present an original watercolour
sketch of the area held* in the collection of the National
Portrait Gallery. Unfortunately the scale bar has long since
been consumed by plague weevils.

* by mistake.
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Starting in P4               Gavin Clark
Gavin will be happy to offer assistance and advice on P4
modelling, whether you are dipping your toes in the water for the
first time or you have a thorny problem to solve with some
challenging aspect of your latest layout.

7mm Radio Control & Sound  Martin Zouch
Achievable radio control of model locomotives is something that
many of us aspire to. As a Loco Tech, Martin can advise upon
and install Fosworks R/C components.

How to Solder            Roger Sawyer
Soldering is often referred to as one of the ‘Dark Arts’ of railway
modelling. However, it need not be frightening. Roger will
demonstrate how easy it is, provided that you follow some basic
rules.

Working in ScaleSeven  The ScaleSeven Group
Building one’s own trackwork is fundamental to railway modelling
when using an accurate track gauge. Here the tools and
techniques used for track construction will be on show.

Modelling in EM           Andrew Ullyott
Well known for his layouts of Weston-super-Mare in EM and Wheal
Elizabeth in P4, Andrew will demonstrate techniques applicable to
modelling in 4mm scale.

Building a Model Railway      Norman Solomon
Through his articles in  the press and extensive commission work,
Norman is one of the best-known layout builders in the country.
This is an excellent opportunity to pick his brains about the
process of creating a model railway that fits your needs.

Broad Gauge Modelling         Paul Townsend
Paul will be showing some 4mm broad gauge models under
construction using recent, comprehensive Broad Gauge Society
kits as the basis. He will show that broad gauge modelling can be
reasonably easy, based on the recommended P4 track and wheel
standards, although some experience in building finescale kits is
an advantage.

2mm Association Roadshow   Paula Martin
This scale has a long history as the smallest practical finescale
standard, and the Association exists to promote and facilitate
modelling to the ratio of 2mm:1ft. Members gain access to a
wealth of knowledge and to a wide, exclusive range of jigs, kits
and components to support working in this fascinating scale.  Be
prepared to be truly amazed at the level of detail achieved by
modellers working in 2mm scale.

Kit and Scratchbuilt Wagons     John Chambers
Making accurate models of wagons is an increasingly popular
aspect of the hobby. John will be on hand to demonstrate how he
gets the best from the extensive range of detailing parts that is

now available. Scratchbuilding techniques are still always useful
though, and these can be combined with proprietary items to get
a fantastic result.

Modelling the Missenden Abbey Way
           David Brandreth
Modellers who attend the popular events at Missenden Abbey will
be aware of the trail of idyllic rural carriageways that lead to this
most relaxed of venues. Using a mixture of materials and
techniques, David will show how to recreate the various road
surfaces, drainage features, markings and potholes that combine
to make up the Missenden Abbey Way in miniature. He may also
dispense a few tips about metal kit construction.

How to Signal Your Layout   Harry Ryland
Providing miniature signalling systems for a model railway can be
a daunting task for those not intimately familiar with the
prototype. Harry will be able to offer guidance and tips to budding
signalfolk of all backgrounds.

Modelling in 2mm              Andy Watson
Working in this small scale brings its own set of challenges and the
innovative members of the 2mm Scale Association have come up
with many novel solutions. Andy will be on hand to show how to
apply these to practical model making.

Modelling the Diesel Era               Terry Bendall
Terry has been involved with several diesel era layouts, such as
the much-published Elcot Road. By virtue of this, he is ideally
placed to demonstrate the skills necessary for modelling this
popular era, from RTR locomotive conversions to flatbottom track
construction.

The Locomotive Doctor    Tony Wright
Most of us aspire to make our kitbuilt or converted locomotives
perform smoothly and look like the real thing. Unfortunately,
things don’t always go according to plan. Tony has long
experience of practical solutions to motive power problems and
will be happy to discuss them with you.

Demonstrations

Right: A lightweight
DMU departs Great
Bardfield

The Scalefour Society
Stand

Steve Carter will be on hand to resolve
any membership matters or to offer a
ready ear to visitors who would like to
chat.

Jeremy Suter and the Scalefour Soci-
ety stores will also be present at the
show so that you can stock up on all
those essential items.
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Displays and Information
82D Model Engineers
This live steam display by members of this club based in
Warminster will once again include the 5” gauge ‘West Country’
locomotive City of Wells running on compressed air.

Missenden Abbey’s Railway Modellers’
Weekends
Learn new skills and develop existing ones under the guidance
of some of the best-known names in finescale modelling.
Whatever your scale/gauge preferences we offer bespoke
courses catering for all the key aspects – loco building,
trackwork, scenics, DCC/electronics, painting and lining,
weathering etc. There are three gatherings a year, each with a
different blend. Our aim is to help you build a working model
that’s well on its way to completion by the time you go home –
relaxed, reinvigorated and well fed. In the exquisite parkland
setting of this centuries-old Abbey, you’ll find time and space to
pursue your hobby free of the usual distractions. Find out more
at www.missendenrailwaymodellers.org.uk.

Pendon Museum
‘Britain's best landscape diorama’ – as described by Jane Insley
(curator, Science Museum, London) - uses highly-detailed models
to bring the past to life in 1:76 scale. Watch authentic trains
cross the Dartmoor scene with informative commentaries, and
visit the Vale of White Horse from the 1930s. Visit
www.pendonmuseum.com for more details.

Railway Children Charity
This charity provides protection and opportunity for children with

nowhere else to go and nobody to turn to. Every year thousands
of children across the UK, India and East Africa run away or are
forced to leave homes that have become unbearable through
poverty, abuse, violence and neglect. Reaching a child as soon
as possible is crucial to getting to children on the streets before
an abuser can, and before they become entrenched in street life.
“We race to get to children before the streets get to them.” Find
out more at www.railwaychildren.org.uk.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Heritage Trust
Based at Midsomer Norton, in the old station building, the Trust
aims to rebuild a section of the route towards Chilcompton. For
more information visit www.sdjr.co.uk.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
The Trust was formed in 1965, before the S&D line closed in
1966, as the Somerset & Dorset Circle. From 1969 to 1975 it
occupied Radstock station, then moved to Washford on the West
Somerset Railway, where it can be found today. For more
information visit www.sdrt.org.

South Western Circle
We are a society for railway historians and enthusiasts interested
in the London & South Western Railway (LSWR). With  a
membership of over 500, we aim to enhance knowledge of the
LSWR and its successors with research and our quarterly
publication of the Circle's magazine South Western Circular.
Modelling activities have a high profile, with a sales service, and
comprehensive drawing service, photographic and portfolio
collections.  We hold four meetings a year on Saturdays, featuring
illustrated talks on subjects related to the LSWR. For more
information on joining, please speak to one of our members at
our stand or see our website www.lswr.org.

Wells Railway Fraternity
The Fraternity is a railway meeting organization, with meetings
from September to May on the second Tuesday of each month
here in Wells Town Hall.  Stop at this stand to find out more. On
display will be photos of last year’s outings, and the next season’s
meeting programme will also be available. More information can
be found at www.railwells.com.

Shunting at Faringdon
Photo: Rex Davidson

Above: The bus to Scalefour Southwest. Photo by Chris Challis.

Scalefour Southwest by public transport

There is now a half-hourly bus service to Wells from Bristol. The
bus is the Mendip Xplorer service 376 from Bristol to Wells,
Glastonbury and Street. For those travelling by train, the bus
stop at Bristol Temple Meads is at the bottom of the station
approach on the left. In Wells the bus stops at the HSBC bank
150 yards from the Town Hall. For the return journey, it is best
to go to Wells bus station, or ask at the exhibition ticket office.

Buses to Bristol depart Wells bus station at 02 and 32 minutes
past each hour on both days until 1732 on Saturday, and 1632
on Sunday. Thereafter the service is hourly: on Saturday from
1830, and on Sunday from 1730. The bus is normally a
comfortable double-decker and, appropriately, in a dark shade
of Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway blue.
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3/4mm Scale

Sefton Park          Roger Orpwood
An 8’ x 1’ Midland Railway terminus set in the 1900s. This is a
trackbed drive layout, as there are no motors in the locos!

2mmFS

Llangerisech      Nigel Ashton
Set on the North West coast of Wales serving three periods:
1930s, 60s and 70s.

N Gauge

Totnes      John Birkett-Smith
First exhibited at Railwells 2008 - quite a bit has changed since
then.

Brixham Bay        Kevin Cartwright
A view across Brixham town, railway and harbour.

00

Marest, France August 1944      Phil Smith
A small scene showing Jinties supplying British troops.

EM

Great Swilling            David Burnett
Originally built by the Bristol & Gloucester Railway.

Black Lion Crossing       Geoff Kent
A hypothetical bit of the LNER in North Wales.

Sheepcroft                Stu Davis
Limited space diesel era layout.

Other Scales - Other Gauges

You can compare and contrast the scales with the help of
the following specialists:

The 2mm Association
For information visit www.2mm.org.uk

The EM Gauge Society
For information visit www.emgs.org

The 3mm Society
For information visit www.3mmsociety.org.uk

The ScaleSeven Group
For information visit www.scaleseven.org.uk

Brixham Bay
Photo: Adrian Colenutt

Llangerisech
Photo: Adrian Colenutt

Totnes
Photo: Adrian Colenutt

Black Lion Crossing
Photo: Phillip Hall
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Scalefour Southwest Trade Support
Stock up with all those essential items!

ASPIRE GIFTS & MODELS
Unit 9, Court Farm Business Park, Buckland Newton, Dorchester,
Dorset DT2 7BT
www.aspiregiftsandmodels.co.uk        01300 345355
RTR models, accessories and DCC supplies

ATTWOOD AGGREGATES
Attwood.aggregate@yahoo.com
           07758 119871
Scale track ballast

BRANCHLINES
PO Box 4293, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 9AA
www.branchlines.blogspot.co.uk         01373 822231
Rolling stock kits, motors, gearboxes and wheels

BROAD GAUGE SOCIETY SALES
4mm modelling sales officer:   4mm_scale@broadgauge.org.uk
www.broadgauge.org.uk/modelling/bgs_parts_prices_4mm.html
Kits and supplies for modelling the broad gauge. Pre-orders only.

C&L FINESCALE
74 The Crescent,  Epsom KT18 7LL
www.finescale.org.uk            02920 026122
Trackwork components

COOPER CRAFT
Broom Lane, Oake, Taunton TA4 1BE
www.cooper-craft.co.uk         01823 461961
Etched and plastic rolling stock kits

DART CASTINGS (including MONTY’S MODELS and MJT)
17 Hurst Close, Staplehurst, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 0BX
www.dartcastings.co.uk         01580 892917
Scenic modelling supplies and rolling stock accessories

DRAGON MODELS WALES
20 Slade Close, Sully, Penarth CF64 5UU
www.dragonmodelswales.co.uk        02920 026122
Etched rolling stock kits and transfers

EM GAUGE SOCIETY SALES
40 Meadowfield Road, Darlington, Durham DL3 0DX
www.emgs.org        trade@emgs.org
Supplies for modelling 18.2mm and 18.83mm gauges

EILEEN’S EMPORIUM
Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre, Newent Road, Gloucester GL2 8DN
www.eileensemporium.com        01531 828009
Tools, painting and scratchbuilding supplies

LYNTON AND BARNSTAPLE SALES
16 Williams Close, Longwell Green, South Gloucestershire BS30 9BS
www.lynton-rail.co.uk         01598 763487
Preservation information and fundraising

MINERVA MODELS
PO Box 244, Penarth CF64 9FJ
www.minervamodelrailways.co.uk    02920 531246
RTR 7mm locomotives

MODELU
3 Tyn y Sarn, Llanwnog, Powys, Wales SY17 5JF
www.modelu3d.co.uk          07887 803737
3D printed figures and detailing components - scanner available

MOUSA MODELS
745 High Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4QS
www.mousa.biz         020 8133 7547
Rolling stock kits and components

RAIL-BOOKS.CO.UK
1 Rutland Drive, Morden, Surrey SM4 5QD
www.rail-books.co.uk        0208 648 7328
New and secondhand books and periodicals

ROXEY MOULDINGS
58 Dudley Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 2JU
www.roxeymouldings.co.uk        01932 245439
Rolling stock kits, painting and soldering supplies

SCALEFOUR STORES
120 Hayhurst Avenue, Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 0BD
www.scalefour.org/stores/stores.html       01606 835708
Supplies for the discerning modeller

WELLS RAILWAY FRATERNITY SECOND-HAND BOOK SALES
All proceeds in aid of The Railway Children charity
www.railwells.com
Book sales for a deserving cause

WIZARD MODELS (including COMET MODELS & MSE/51L)
P O Box 70, Barton-upon-Humber DN18 5XY
www.wizardmodels.co.uk         01652 635885
Rolling stock and signalling kits, components and supplies

Published as part of Scalefour News No. 213. Edited and designed by James Dickie for the Scalefour Society.

Copyright is held by the authors, photographers and the Society.

Ilkley Engine Shed
Photo: Pete Tarver


