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Welcome to Scalefour North 2019!
As usual, we have endeavoured to bring together a mixture of attractions, ranging from a cameo layout making its exhibition debut
to a large club layout extended to continuous running; demonstrators covering a range of subjects; and the widest selection of
specialist trade support to be found in the North East of England. A key part of the Scalefour North atmosphere is the social
connections that bring such a buzz to the show. It really is an event where finescale modellers, regardless of the scale or gauge in
which they work, gather to share experiences, learn new techniques, stock up on the essential supplies, and, above all, meet old
friends and make new ones.
To this end we will have a large refreshment area available again, with locally prepared food and drink provided by the Crocodile
Sisters. The substantial lunches are now as much a part of the show as the famous Bring and Buy stall, staffed once again by
volunteers from the Manchester Area Group. If you would like to sell some items on the Bring and Buy stall then please take some
time to prepare them following the guidelines and forms available on the Society website.
Please remember also to vote for your favourite layout in the show. The winner will be awarded the Walton-Evans trophy. A separate
award, generously funded by Eileens Emporium, will be made for the best scratchbuilt model on display. Both awards will be
presented on the Sunday afternoon at 3pm.
We hope that you enjoy the show — The Scalefour North Team
Comments, questions or observations?
Please let us know at scalefournorth@scalefour.org

Above: A busy scene at St Merryn, as modelled by members of the South London Area Group of the Scalefour Society. St Merryn exemplifies one of the benefits of joining
an Area Group, as the project has given members the chance to jointly build and operate an exhibition layout. The Group comprises modellers varying greatly in experience,
skill, prototype interest and period, who lacked the space, time, or expertise to build a layout individually. Members with a common purpose have melded together to achieve
their goal and, even though they may move away, often still contribute as the layout forms a continuing common bond.
Photo by Brian Self

Front Cover: A Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 0-8-0 hauls a heavy freight across the Pennines on the revamped and extended Eastwood layout of the South Hants Model
Railway Club.
Photo by David Hawkins
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Dewsbury

HE GNR reached the small West Riding town of Dewsbury in 1874, and constructed a large goods yard before
extending the line through a new passenger station and on
to Batley in 1880: and it is this station and its environs that
we have chosen to model.
The layout is to scale, emerging from Leeds Road tunnel,
running either side of the island platform, over Crackenedge Lane and exiting into Batley Carr tunnel. A tighter
than prototype curve at the Batley end is the only compromise from the prototype.
The GN passenger service consisted of local trains between
Wakefield Kirkgate and Bradford, and a Leeds Central to
Leeds Central ‘circular’ service. Bradford portions of
Leeds/Bradford to London expresses also called at Dewsbury before combining at Wakefield Westgate. There was
also an L&Y Bradford to Barnsley service that ran under L&Y
powers.

Presented by Geoff Tiffany,
Brian Eves and David Carter
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Trackwork is steel rail soldered to brass rivets in plywood sleepers with cosmetic plastic chairs, and the layout is operated with
Lenz DCC equipment.
Those buildings that are still standing have been measured up on site, while those that have been demolished have been drawn
up from photographs and a 50 foot to 1 inch GNR survey dated 1912. The buildings are made from plasticard with Slaters embossed
stone sheets, following the methods outlined by Geoff Taylor for the Dewsbury Midland layout of Manchester MRS.
Most of the ‘period stock’ is either
scratchbuilt or heavily modified kitbuilt, and as a consequence there is
not enough at present to run an authentic sequence. Therefore, friends
and fellow operators have been invited
to bring along some of their stock to
provide a variety of operation. That
said, most of the stock on the layout
could have been seen at Dewsbury
some time between the opening in
1880 and closure in 1965.

Eastwood E

ASTWOOD was a station between Todmorden
and Hebden Bridge built by the Manchester
and Leeds Railway, later to become the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. This was part of the
Calder Valley Main Line from Manchester to Normanton. The station opened in 1841 but closed
in 1951. The line is still in use and although some
traces of the station remain, little now exists.
The station was built on the original site of
Eastwood Chapel, but little evidence of its existence remains. In its heyday it was a busy place
with local and long distance trains stopping.
Many people used the station to commute to
factories in Rochdale and further afield to Manchester.

The station is on a double track mainline with
staggered platforms. It had a small yard with
connections from both up and down lines.
Presented by trailing
It also had sidings to a small mill and a loop
South Hants MRC serving coal drops which are believed to have
Photo: David Hawkins
met both domestic and industrial demand for
coal. Behind the coal drops, the scene is dominated by Cockden Mill (known locally as Dan Crabtree’s). It was a mixed mill covering
most of the textile processes, but especially dyeing.
The layout consists of five scenic baseboards (20
feet overall), three of which (covering the station
buildings, up platform and goods yard) are pretty
much complete. The remaining two boards which
include the down platform, coal drops and Cockden
Mill are operational but in a very early stage of
scenic development. The chosen time period is
1910, which, as well as avoiding the need for tricky
super-elevated track through the station, allows
stock from one of the group’s other layouts, Ogden
Fold, to appear.

M

IDLAND SIDINGS has been built by members of the
Westinghouse Model Railway Club Scalefour Group. It is
intended to represent a Midland Railway location on an
imaginary line between Saltley and Walsall on the heavily
industrial eastern side of Birmingham in the period 19201922. The layout includes a single main line, with a small
marshalling yard and associated headshunt, as well as a
low-level canal interchange. These is also goods exchange
traffic with the LNWR.
The baseboards are constructed from 12mm and 4mm plywood, using Barry Norman’s girder construction, whilst the
layout is supported on a base of trestles and ‘L’ girders, as
described by Iain Rice. This system has several advantages:
the base can be erected and levelled before the baseboards
carrying the easily-damaged track and scenery are mounted;
there are fewer legs and other components; and it can be
used to support other layout projects. ‘L’ girders 6’ long with
6” wide vertical and horizontal members have proved satisfactory.

Midland Sidings

Photo: Tim Venton

Presented by
Westinghouse MRC

The plain track is based on C&L plastic sleeper base; turnouts are built using the Brook Smith ply and rivet method with cosmetic
chairs added later. Steel rail is used throughout: note that this rail is plain drawn mild steel and is not plated or treated, as is often
supposed. Rust has not been a problem, and is not expected to be.
Signals are from modified Model Signal Engineering etchings, with scratchbuilt posts and gantries using some Exactoscale parts
and the invaluable small cranks from Alan Gibson. They are operated using memory wire actuators. Turnouts and signals which
would have been operated from the signal box are worked from an interlocked lever frame; turnouts which would have been
worked on the ground are worked from the baseboard edge by wire rods. The layout is intended to be operated from the front as
well as from the rear. Fiddleyards are cassettes, with
train-length and loco-length cassettes on plain baseboards.
Three-link couplings throughout proved previously to be a
severe test of patience on an exhibition layout, and Dingham couplings have therefore been adopted, fitted to both
ends of locos and goods brakes, and to both ends of rakes
of goods and passenger stock. Dingham electromagnets
allow remote uncoupling.

New Town Lower

N

EW TOWN LOWER is the Ebor Group’s first attempt at
modelling to P4 standards. The layout depicts part of a
small town goods yard, focusing on the coal cells and the
goods warehouse. To the rear of the scene can be viewed a
viaduct carrying the main line. The access track from the yard
passes under these elevated tracks to reach the main line
somewhere off scene. Short goods trains will be the order of
the day. No particular location is modelled nor is there a
specific time period in which the layout is set, as this is a club
layout. It does not require many wagons or locomotives, so a
variety of stock can be used. Initially the steam/green diesel
era will be catered for.

Presented by
The Ebor Group

The track in the yard is built to P4 standards, points are
operated by rod in tube, and the scenery employs a variety
Photo: John Leadbetter
of techniques. Work is still in progress on the built environment. It is hoped that viewers will appreciate the opportunity to see the methods used. Control is currently DC but it is the intention
to be able operate DCC locomotives at some later date.
On the upper level, short trains will pass by on the main line. Trackwork standards here are 00. The track plan hints at the approach
to a station with an island platform, the viaduct widening on the right hand side of the viewing area. Again it is intended that these
tracks can be controlled either by DC or DCC and the use of 00 standards will enable more club members to use the layout. The
track base on the viaduct has been made removable. This helps when maintaining the P4 access track to the fiddle yard, but also
means that, if there is a demand from club members, a new Upper Level track base could be substituted with P4, or even EM,
standards.
Stock used on the layout is obtained from a
variety of sources, mainly ready-to-run and
kit-built, and the oldest wagon on display dates
back to the 1960s. There are plans to extend the
layout with a scenic section to the left showing
the stables, offices and ancillary buildings associated with the yard. To the right a further
portion of the yard will be modelled which will
allow for an overbridge to provide a scenic break.

R

Rolvenden

OLVENDEN is a Colonel Stephens light
railway. It is modelled to P4 standards
and represents the station of that name
on the Kent and East Sussex Railway in
the mid 1920s.
Using plans, drawings and photos Robin
has done his best to accurately represent
the site within the constraints of the space
available. Outside of the station limits
modellers licence has been used to bring
some typical Kentish scenes, such as an
oast house, a hop garden and a windmill
to the layout.
The layout and all the stock has all been
built by Robin and represents around 20
years of work.

Many of the trains are run with mixed
passenger and freight stock, as was commonly seen on the Colonel’s lines, putting
Photo: David Brandreth
off wagons and shunting the sidings on
their way through. The trains run from a cassette storage/fiddleyard at the Robertsbridge end through to an automatic turntable at the
Headcorn end.

Presented by
Robin Gay

Rolvenden (22’ x 2’)

S

T MERRYN depicts a part of north Cornwall
in the summer of 1954, a year that saw
the country finally shaking off the effects of
post-war austerity. On the railway scene,
although British Railways’ standard locomotive and rolling stock designs are appearing in
ever-greater numbers, much of the network
continues to rely on pre-nationalisation stock,
infrastructure, and operating practices.

St Merryn

Within this rail network, the fictional station of
St Merryn replaces Padstow as the terminus
of the North Cornwall Line from Okehampton
via Launceston and Wadebridge. Served by a
portion of the Atlantic Coast Express, the
town and its surrounding countryside satisfies
the annual holiday needs of thousands of Presented by The South
Britons before the advent of package holidays
abroad. In addition to the usual facilities, London Area Group
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there is a short branch serving the harbour
area, which deals mainly with coastal traffic. Just outside the town there is also a siding serving a training airfield –
RNAS St Merryn, HMS Vulture.
The operating sequence is based upon the weekday service for Padstow, including Western Region connecting trains
to Bodmin General. Additional movements are introduced by trip workings to and from the harbour.
Members like to challenge themselves with some of the detail, and this has led to some interesting avenues of research,
from Cornish police uniforms, bus services and hedgerows, to street lighting columns and children’s homemade ‘soap
box’
trollies.
The
aim
throughout has been to portray the normal and mundane
of the period in as much detail
as skills permit, and in a coherent and consistent manner
such that nothing stands out.

United Mills U

Presented by
Ray Nolton

NITED MILLS, described by Ray as, ‘My little piece
of nonsense’, represents a fictitious rail-served
small industrial facility set in the Cowdenbeath/Kelty
area of West Fife in the late 1950s to early 1960s
period. Although the specific nature of the business
deliberately remains a little vague, it revolves around
the manufacture of metal castings and fabrications.
Life is growing harder for such concerns at this time
though, and the air of decay and dereliction around
the site is palpable. The factory clings grimly on to its
rail service due to the poor road access, but the end
cannot be far away. United Mills own locomotives work
much of the traffic up to the railhead with BR, but BR
locomotives are regular visitors to this end of the line,
bringing in and taking out a variety of traffic.

The layout started life as Thorburns, an Inglenook
5.3.3* design which was documented in a popular
thread on RMWeb a few years ago, and was acquired by Ray last year. The layout was originally modern image and distinctly
‘blasted heath’ in nature. This did not coincide with Ray’s interests, so it has been backdated and relocated to a more rural setting
in Fife rather than the Borders. Finally, the presentation has been developed along Ian Rice’s cameo principles. The trackwork is
Exactoscale on a foamboard base, and turnout actuation is by manually operated ‘Blue Point’ units. The mill building is based on
that still in existence in Thorburn’s yard in Duns. Locomotives and rolling stock are a mixture of scratchbuilt, kit built and
re-wheeled RTR products.
Photo: Ray Nolton

And ‘My little piece of nonsense’? Well, this has been built as something of an antidote to several years of fairly serious 19th century
North British modelling as part of the Burntisland team. It doesn’t really need the multitudinous locos, nor much of the stock, and
the operation is often hardly prototypical, but let’s face it, it sure is fun!

* An Inglenook 5.3.3 is a shunting puzzle layout with three siding holding 5, 3, and 3 wagons
each, the objective being to
shunt the wagons into a given
order using the least number of
moves.

DEMONSTRATIONS
Simple Chassis Construction

Paul Gittins Building Flat-Bottomed Trackwork

Paul has been modelling to P4 standards for many years and
will be showing his approach to chassis construction; a pragmatic one which draws on the principles put forward many
years ago by Mike Sharman. Paul will be showing how, using
readily-available components, an absolute beginner in P4 can
complete a running locomotive chassis in a reasonable time.
Modelling Buildings

Although the use of flat-bottomed rail in railway trackwork has
been widespread for more than 50 years, it is still not something
that is often modelled to the same degree of fidelity as its
bullhead equivalent. Terry will attempt to show how the balance
can be redressed using the experience that he gained on the
construction of Elcot Road.

Karl Crowther LNER Carriages

Well known for the superb structures on layouts such as Hebble
Vale Goods, Karl will be on hand to show how he achieves such
excellent results using standard materials and subtle painting
techniques.

Terry Bendall

Richard Whitehouse

The LNER was a very publicity-conscious railway and recognized
the value of providing a multitude of different carriage designs
for the comfort of their passengers, for example hair-dressing
salons for The Flying Scotsman service and tourist stock for the
West Highland line. A stalwart member of the LNER Society,
Richard will demonstrating how he models these distinctive
vehicles.
Etched Kit Construction

Ian Macdonald

Ian has designed a range of etched kits that encompasses various
special-purpose goods wagons and NPCS. This has given him
plenty of practice in constructing them and he will be happy to
pass on the benefits of this to anyone who is hesitant about
picking up a soldering iron.
Road Vehicle Modelling

Kevin Green

Road vehicles are an essential part of setting the scene for most
model railways. Fortunately, the supply of die-cast and plastic
road vehicles is ever increasing. Kevin will show how to use these
as the basis for enhancements and conversions into scale models
that will enhance your layout.
Left: Chris Challis demonstrates getting to grips with the undergrowth at Scalefour
North 2018..
Photo: David Brandreth

TRAVELLING TO SCALEFOUR NORTH

B

Y car, we recommend approaching Wakefield from the M1
Junction 41 following the A650 signposted Wakefield/Morley. Go
straight through the next two roundabouts and at the third
roundabout take the third exit onto the A61. Keep in the left-hand
lane to stay on the A61 at the following Y-junction. The Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School entrance is then about a quarter of a mile
further on, on the left.

Scalefour North will be held in
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School,
about 10 minutes drive from
junction 41 of the M1, or within
easy reach of Wakefield city centre.

Those who enjoy the spectacle of Wakefield city centre can also
leave the M1 at Junctions 39 or 40 and take a more scenic route to
arrive at the show. Leaving the A1 at Junction 38 and following the
A638 is also possible. The postcode for your satnav is WF1 3QX.
Enter the school through the main entrance and drive through to the
main car park at the rear of the buildings. The exhibition hall is then
on your left. There is plenty of parking space, but please follow the
directions of any stewards on duty. A limited number of spaces for
disabled visitors will be available directly in front of the hall. A more
detailed map of the Grammar School area is given below.
For those who prefer to travel by rail, CrossCountry operate hourly
through services to Wakefield Westgate from the South West,
Birmingham, Derby and Sheffield and also from Edinburgh, Newcastle
and York. Virgin Trains East Coast operate from London King’s Cross,
Peterborough, Doncaster and Leeds. Local services operate to
Wakefield Westgate and Kirkgate stations. Good bargains are to be
had, especially if you book well in advance. It is quite practical to walk from the stations and will take around 15–20 minutes.
Walking to Scalefour North from Wakefield Westgate station is easily accomplished in under 20 minutes by following Mulberry Way,
Bell Street, Bond Street and Wentworth Terrace to emerge opposite the Grammar School.
Those visitors who would prefer to preserve their energies for the show
are advised to catch the Wakefield Free City Bus from either Kirkgate or
Westgate station to Wakefield bus station. From the bus station, service
110 passes Queen Elizabeth Grammar school on Northgate. If taking a
taxi to or from the venue, you may find that asking the driver for ‘Kwegz’
makes for easier understanding than using the full name of the school.
All of the layouts, demonstrations, traders and society stands will be
found in the Main Hall, as shown on the map opposite. The catering is
located in the Assembly Hall next door, just a few steps away. A selection
of hot and cold meals, as well as tea and coffee, will be available.
Left: The Grammar School grounds contain ample parking space. Due to narrow
access, please enter from Northgate and exit onto College Grove Road.

VISITING SOCIETIES
Irish Railway Record Society

Missenden Abbey Railway Modellers

The Society was founded in 1946 to record history and current
affairs on railways throughout the whole island of Ireland. After
nearly 70 years we have extensive archives of original material
on all aspects, but until a few years ago this was only available
to members visiting the archives in Dublin. A few years ago we
received most of the contents of the GNR(I) Dundalk drawing
office and began a programme to digitize the locomotive
drawings to make them more accessible. We have also started
on Carriage and Wagon diagrams for the GNR(I) and the GSR;
architecture drawings for various lines; and more modern
vehicles from the 1960s. We will be showing examples of all of
these including some available for sale. The main society website
is www.irrs.ie and is where details of regular meetings of the
London Area can be found.

Missenden Railway Modelling Weekends offer you, the modeller,
the opportunity to work with top flight tutors and a host of other
modellers, to improve existing skills, learn new ones, ask questions, gather ideas and go home keen to do more. Typically, a
Weekend has 60-plus modellers, work rooms and accommodation that is comfortable and well appointed. There’s also a
week-long Retreat in early August. Details are available at
www.missendenrailwaymodellers.org.uk

The LNER Society
Founded in 1965, the LNER Society is one of the UK’s senior line
societies with the aim of promoting the study and accurate
modelling of the London & North Eastern Railway, its constituents
and successors. The Society organizes two meetings per year,
usually including visits to attractions with an LNER connection,
and works with the National Railway Museum to catalogue
relevant drawings for the Search Engine project. You can find
membership information at www.lnersociety.org.uk

National Association of Road Transport Modellers
The National Association of Road Transport Modellers was
founded in 1983 to foster interest in road vehicle modelling. Since
then, the association has grown nationwide, with some members
overseas. Meetings are held in several areas around the country,
including a Yorkshire Area Group that meets monthly in Barnsley.
The association publishes a quarterly magazine, The Gazette,
containing features and articles submitted by members. NARTM
members actively display their work at various venues, including
model railway shows, vintage vehicle rallies and museums around
the country. Club members collectively hold a huge database of
photographs, drawings, specifications and knowledge of vehicles
to enable accurate models to be made of almost any prototype.
The association is keen to share tips and techniques, and display
the resulting models at exhibitions.

Scalefour North Trade Support
ACC+ESS PROTOCAB
Glenrhu, Bowermadden, Caithness KW1 4TW
www.protocab.com
Battery-powered remote control systems
ALAN GIBSON (WORKSHOP)
P.O. Box 597, Oldham OL1 9FQ
www.alangibsonworkshop.com
Wheels, etched kits and components

07831 231164

0161 678 1607

AMBIS ENGINEERING
The Old House, 80 Westgate St., Shouldham, Norfolk PE33 0BH
www.ambisengineering.co.uk
Etched kits and components
BILL HUDSON TRANSPORT BOOKS
Station Yard, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3NA
www.billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk
New and second-hand books

01629 580797

PENBITS MODEL RAILWAYS
c/o 12 Fieldside, Long Wittenham, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4QB
www.penbits.co.uk
Etched locomotive bogie kits
ROGER CARPENTER
407 Highters Heath Lane, Hollywood, Birmingham B14 4TH
Extensive collection of railway photographs
0121 430 8769
RUMNEY MODELS
7 Hurlingham Road, Bristol BS7 9BA
www.rumneymodels.co.uk
Etched rolling stock and chassis kits
SCALEFOUR STORES
120 Hayhurst Avenue, Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 0BD
01606 835708
www.scalefour.org/stores/stores.html
Supplies for the discerning modeller

BRASSMASTERS SCALE MODELS
P.O. Box 1137, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B76 1FU
www.brassmasters.co.uk
Locomotive & EasiChas kits, detailing components
COASTAL DCC
71 Alan Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 8EY
www.coastaldcc.co.uk
DCC control systems and decoders

MOUSA MODELS
745b High Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4QS
www.mousa.biz
020 8133 7547
Rolling stock kits and components

01473 403764

DAVE BRADWELL
South Muirnich Cottage, Gorthleck, Inverness IV2 6YP
01456 486377
www.davebradwell.co.uk
Etched locomotive and rolling stock kits

SHAWPLAN
2 Upper Dunstead Road, Langley Mill, Nottingham NG16 4GR
www.shawplan.com
01773 718648
Etched detailing components, Laserglaze, paint & transfers
STEVENSONS CARRIAGES & MILLHOLME MODELS
17 Brookfield Park, Mill Lane, Old Tupton, Chesterfield S42 6AF
pbarker@btinternet.com
Locomotive and rolling stock kits

EILEENS EMPORIUM
Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre, Newent Road, Glos. GL2 8DN
01531 828009
www.eileensemporium.com
Tools, painting and scratchbuilding supplies

STONEYBRIDGE STRUCTURES
Unit 2, Amos Ayre Place, Simonside Industrial Estate, South
Shields NE34 9PE
07970 883663
www.stoneybridge.co.uk
Laser-cut building and accessory kits

HIGH LEVEL MODELS
14 Tudor Road, Chester-le-Street, County Durham DH3 3RY
0191 388 2112
www.highlevelkits.co.uk
Locomotive kits and drivetrain solutions

SUTTON LOCOMOTIVE WORKSHOP
20 Park Street, King’s Cliffe, Peterborough PE8 6XN
www.sulzertype2.co.uk
RTR P4 Sulzer Type 2 locomotives

HOBBY HOLIDAYS
The Spinney, Low Street, Beckingham, Doncaster, S Yorks. DN10 4PW
www.hobbyholidays.co.uk
01427 848979
Tools, paint, scratchbuilding supplies and modelling courses

TIM HORN BASEBOARDS
9c Millers Close, Fakenham Industrial Estate, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 8NW
www.timhorn.co.uk
Laser cut baseboards

JUDITH EDGE KITS
WIZARD MODELS (including MSE/51L and COMET)
5 Chapel Lane, Carlton, Barnsley, S Yorks. S71 3LE
P.O. Box 70, Barton upon Humber DN18 5XY
01226 722309 www.wizardmodels.co.uk
01652 635885
http://bit.ly/1f1h2YJ
Etched locomotive kits
Rolling stock and signalling kits, components and supplies
LANARKSHIRE MODELS & SUPPLIES
9 Nairn Avenue, Blantyre G72 9NF
www.lanarkshiremodels.com
Etched and cast detailing components

01698 821272

LONDON ROAD MODELS
P.O. Box 643, Watford, Herts. WD24 5ZJ
www.londonroadmodels.co.uk
Etched locomotive and rolling stock kits
MODEL RAILWAY DEVELOPMENTS
87 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7EE
www.emardee.org.uk
01372 817504
Detailing components and accessories

Published as part of Scalefour News No. 211.

A discussion of which layout deserves the Walton-Evans trophy
occupies the bus crew on St
Merryn.
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