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SCALEFOUR SOUTHWEST 2016
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The Town Hall, Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2RB

Saturday 13th August - 10.30 to 17.30
Sunday 14th August  -  10.30 to 17.00

Adult - £6.00
Wheelchair users/Children 14-17 - £4.00
 Accompanied children under 14  -   Free

www.railwells.com

Scalefour Society members can use their Saturday tickets
on Sunday also, but must show their membership card and
have their ticket endorsed on Saturday.
Cover photo: Cheddar S&DJR by Chris Nevard/Model Rail Photo: Wells Tourist  Office

Touris.............................

There is a time line at Scalefour Southwest this year that
marks 40 years of the Scalefour Society. Six layouts to take

you through the years, five of them associated with the S&D
for the 50th anniversary of the closure of this line on March 6th
1966, and a look at the history of P4 modelling by one of its
most well known practitioners. In summary, these are:

A combined display and demonstration by Iain Rice plotting the
progress of P4 modelling from its conception to the present day.

Burnham on Sea was commenced in 1978 by the former Avon
& Somerset Area Group. It's construction, height from the floor
and materials used show it's age. This year it is exhibited in its
most complete state.

Flintcome, built by the East Dorset Gang of Four, started life in
1986 and was finally finished for Scalefour Southwest in 1995.
The baseboards are mainly engineered in ply. One of the Gang
of Four, Dickie Paget, at 95 years old is probably the oldest
layout exhibitor in the world, unless you know different.

1883 challenge entrant and runner up of the 2005 event,
Cheddar S&DJR by Simon Challis, shows the Iain Rice influence
of a balanced scene with a proscenium arch.

New Mere by Chris Longley first appeared at the Scalefour
Southwest P4 Layout Building Challenge. The use of Exactos-
cale track shows more progress along the way.

Radstock Yard S&DJR by Angie and Roger Sanders. Construc-
tion of this layout is far from conventional, this is to enable
easier construction and maintenance. Only the complex track-
work of the loco shed is being exhibited.

Refreshments by Pat Banks
Available all day, starting with breakfast baguettes, going on to
ploughman's lunches and afternoon tea and cake.

Travel and Parking
Parking in Wells on a Saturday can be a problem, so if you visit
on this day then take the bus or find a parking space and walk,
as nothing is very far. Sunday is a quieter day both in the city
and the exhibition.  However this year there will again be free
parking for those attending the exhibition. Just follow the
prominent Railwells parking signs.

About Wells
Wells, England’s smallest city, was granted a Royal Charter by
King John in 1201, awarding it the status of a free borough.
Wells takes it’s name from the springs that rise in the gardens

of the Bishop’s Palace; this water flows through the Conduit in
the Market Place and on down either side of the High Street.

Nestling at the foot of the Mendip Hills, the city is a conservation
miracle: its historic core preserved almost intact from the
Middle Ages. The magnificent Cathedral of St Andrew and its
green are jewels in a crown of ancient streets, glorious buildings
and characterful shops. There is a good range of places to eat
in the city from fish and chips to top class hotels.

Wishing to stay over the weekend?
The Wells Tourist Information Centre can be reached on 01749
671770 or www.wellssomerset.com.

This Guide was correct when going to press, but for up-to-date
information please go to www.railwells.com  or
www.scalefour.org.  Organiser: Chris Challis    01749 938362

http://www.scalefour.org/scalefoursouthwest/
www.railwells.com
www.railwells.com
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The layout depicts Burnham-on-Sea as it was between 1948
and 1954. The model is to a scale of 4mm : 1 foot, and

adopts Protofour standards. 36 feet long overall, the layout has
a 24 foot landscaped section that is a dimensionally faithful
representation of the prototype.

The layout was built by the Scalefour Society's former Avon &
Somerset Area Group between 1978 and 1990, and therefore
reflects the constructional practices of that period. No apolo-
gies are made for its resulting 'retro' appearance! The layout
was exhibited, scenically incomplete, up to 1990, with one
further outing thereafter in 2004. It now re-emerges more than
12 years after its last public appearance.

Each sequence covers a single Saturday's operations, including
a single goods working. The passenger service simulates the
prototype's carriage working diagrams. Excursion trains also
make appearances. Motive power for these services reflects
S&D allocations of the 1950's, Johnson IP 0-4-4T's and 3F
0-6-0 engines known on the S&D as Bulldogs being prominent,
plus an LMS 4F 0-6-0, Ivatt 2-6-2T and others.

The light railway act of 1896 meant railways could be
built and operated at a lower cost; the line speed was

25mph, not a lot slower than a normal branch.

The Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway proposed such a
line to Cheddar to tap into it's trade in tourists visiting
the cliffs and caves, as well as transporting market
garden produce, especially strawberries and, of course,
Cheddar cheese. After the line opened the quarries
persuaded the S&D to rail connect them through the
station so they could ship larger quantities of stone.

The scene shows Cheddar S&DJR in the 1920's with stone,
coal, general merchandise and passengers arriving and
departing. The Cheddar Valley Oxide & Ochre Mill was
built after the line opened.

The layout was constructed as an entry in the Scalefour
Society’s 18.83 Layout Challenge, to build a layout to P4
standards in 18.83 square feet. The track plan is from
the Wild Swan publication's book Layouts for Small
Spaces by Iain Rice. Much use has been made of standard

products; SMP phosphor bronze rail track, Ratio and Wills kits, Slater's Plastikard for the mill and Woodland Scenics for grass and
foliage. Most locos, coaches and wagons are kit built. The back scene is one piece of heavy duty lining paper laminated matte on
the front.

The S&D did not build this line, but this layout supposes it did.

Photo: Chris Nevard

Presented by
Simon Challis

Cheddar S&DJR

Burnham on Sea

Presented by the former
Avon & Somerset Area Group

Photo: Tim Venton
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F lintcombe represents the end of a fictional
spur running to the south west from the

Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway (S&DJR) at
Sturminster Newton.   Thomas Hardy's novel
Tess of the D'Urbevilles provided the name and
the location, but the layout portrays the picture
as it might have been in the late 1930's when
the S&DJR was being run jointly by the London
Midland & Scottish and Southern Railways. The
scenic aspects attempt to represent the chalk
terrain of the supposed location and the main
railway buildings have been based on a variety
of S&DJR examples.

Trackwork is a mixture of scratch-built (ply
sleepers and rivets and C&L cosmetic chairs) and
C&L flexible lengths.  The signals have been
constructed largely from MSE components.
Control of trains leaving the fiddleyard lies with
the operators behind the scenic section of the
layout, while trains moving to the fiddleyard are
controlled by the fiddleyard operator.

Mere is the principal intermediate station on the Wincan-
ton to Warminster section of the Somerset & Dorset

Joint Railway. Never mind that this is a total fiction and my
own belief that any Railway to Mere would most likely have
come from Gillingham on the LSW main line. This layout is
the second incarnation and shows a through station rather
that a Terminus. Since the layout's first appearance in 2011
an extra siding has been added to cope with the traffic on
offer.

A typical days service is operated and hopefully for this
appearance a through excursion will run between Mere and
Bumham on Sea. The layout is operated using a Digitrax
DCS50 system for traction power, points and signals are
powered separately.

Many friends have contributed to this project, to all of them
many thanks. In no particular order: Steve Carr (signals),
John Palmer (motive power), Tim Venton, the late Ian Hollis,
Paul Campbell-Smith and the Authors of Mere: A Wiltshire
Country Town.

Photo: Dickie Paget

Presented by
The East Dorset

Gang of Four

Flintcombe

New Mere

Presented by
Chris Longley Photo: Chris Longley
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Modelling in Scalefour               John Chambers
John will be happy to offer assistance and advice on P4 model-
ling, with special emphasis on the construction of trackwork and
building wagon kits.

Railway Modelling       Norman Solomon
Although best known for his wonderful trackwork commissions,
Norman will be happy to discuss any aspect of railway modelling
with you.

How to Solder            Roger Sawyer
Soldering is often referred to as one of the ‘Dark Arts’ of railway
modelling. However, it need not be frightening. Roger will demon-
strate how easy it is, provided that you follow some basic rules.

Working in Scale7      The Scale 7 group
Building one’s own trackwork is fundamental to railway modelling
when using an accurate track gauge. Here the tools and tech-
niques used for track construction will be on show.

Modelling in EM           Andrew Ullyott
Well know for his layouts of Weston-super-Mare in EM and Wheal
Elizabeth in P4, Andrew will demonstrate techniques applicable to
modelling in 4mm scale.

Broad Gauge Modelling Ashley Phillips & co.
Paul will be showing some 4mm Broad Gauge models under
construction using recent, comprehensive Broad Gauge Society
kits as the basis. He will show that Broad Gauge modelling can be
reasonably easy, based on the recommended P4 track and wheel
standards, although some experience in building finescale kits is
an advantage.

2mm Association Roadshow   Paula Martin
This scale has a long history as the smallest practical fine scale
standard, and the Association exists to promote and facilitate
modelling to the ratio of 2mm:1ft. Members gain access to a
wealth of knowledge and to a wide, exclusive range of jigs, kits
and components to support working  in this fascinating scale.  Be
prepared to be truly amazed at the level of detail achieved by
modellers in 2mm.

Modelling the S&DJR                Paul Townsend
The Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway exudes a special atmos-
phere for many people. This demonstration will explain how to
recapture this in miniature form.

Demonstrations

Andrew Ullyott shows how easy modelling is!
Photo: Philip Hall

This layout was conceived to fulfil two criteria:- a Somerset and Dorset
Joint Railway layout and plenty of shunting.

The actual site for the yard may have seemed quite generous, when first
purchased by the Somerset & Dorset in 1870, but was contained by
immoveable features:- the Bristol Road, Waterloo Terrace, Tynings Incline
and the Wellow Brook with Ludlow's Colliery beyond. The main line was
doubled and, with colliery traffic increasing, the yard underwent various
upgrades with the final expansion occurring in 1921.

The period of 1928 to 1932 was chosen because of the retirement of the
early shunting, banking and train engines with replacement by more
modern types. At this time there were also changes in liveries, from
Prussian Blue to black for LMS locos and Southern Green for coaches.

Layout construction does not comply with accepted norms as innovations
have been sought to overcome glaring visual blights and enable easier construction and maintenance. The exhibit consists of the
most complex piece of trackwork on the layout, being the lead in to the loco shed and loco coaling sidings. This is indicated by the
black lines on the trackplan below.

Presented by Angie and Roger Sanders

A Sentinel shunter, similar to those used at Radstock,
under restoration by the S&DJR Heritage Trust
Photo: Rob Ward

http://www.wcpr.org.uk/Models-Ullyott.html
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Displays and Information
Historical Model Railway Society
The Society for all interested in modelling or researching the
history of Railways in Britain. Join at our sales stand here today
and take immediate advantage of our members’ discounts. We
have much to offer including our computerised photographic
and drawings catalogue, Area Group meetings and HMRS
Stewards, our in-house research facilitators. See the full range
of our products and services at www.hmrs.org.uk.

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Opening in 1898, the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway in North
Devon and considered one of the world's most famous and
picturesque narrow gauge railways. Despite its attraction, It
closed in September 1935 due to declining passenger numbers.
After many years of closure, passengers can once travel along a
part of the original route above the Heddon Valley near Parra-
combe and once again are able to experience a taste of what is
intended to one day become one of the ultimate heritage railway
experiences of the world! www.lynton-rail.co.uk.

Missenden Abbey’s Railway Modellers’
Weekends
Learn new skills and develop existing ones under the guidance
of some of the best-known names in finescale modelling, includ-
ing Bob Alderman, Barry Norman, Ian Rathbone, Tim Shackle-
ton, Norman Solomon, Tim Watson and others. Whatever your
scale/gauge preferences we offer bespoke courses catering for
all the key aspects – loco-building, trackwork, scenics,
DCC/electronics, painting and lining, weathering etc. There are
three gatherings a year, each with a different blend. Our aim is
to help you build a working model that’s well on its way to
completion by the time you go home – relaxed, reinvigorated

and well fed. In the exquisite parkland setting of this centuries-
old Abbey, you’ll find time and space to pursue your hobby free
of the usual distractions. It’s very much a hands-on, practical
experience in the company of modellers who enjoy the good
things in life (and modelling) just as much as you do. Find out
more at www.missendenrailwaymodellers.org.uk.

Pendon Museum
"Britain's best landscape diorama" - as described by Jane Insley (curator,
Science Museum, London) - uses highly detailed models to bring the
past to life in 1:76 scale. New this year is an Introductory Gallery
and redesigned presentation of John Ahern’s groundbreaking
Madder Valley Railway. Watch authentic trains cross the
Dartmoor scene with informative commentaries and visit the
Vale of White Horse from the 1930s. Visit
www.pendonmuseum.com for more details.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
The Trust was formed in 1965, before the S&D line closed in
1966, as the Somerset & Dorset Circle. From 1969 to 1975 it
occupied Radstock station, then moved to Washford on the West
Somerset Railway, where it can be found today. For more
information visit www.sdrt.org.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Heritage Trust
A short heritage railway located at the restored station  of
Midsomer Norton. More information can be found at
www.sdjr.co.uk.

The South Western Circle
We are a society for railway historians and enthusiasts
interested in the London & South Western Railway (LSWR). With
a membership of over 500, we aim to enhance knowledge of
the LSWR and its successors with research and our quarterly
publication of the Circle's magazine The South Western Circular.
Modelling activities have a high profile, with a sales service, and
comprehensive drawing service, photographic and portfolio
collections.  We hold four meetings a year on Saturdays,
featuring illustrated talks on subjects related to the LSWR. For
more information on joining, please speak to one of our
members at our stand or see our website www.lswr.org.

Wells Railway Fraternity
The Fraternity is a railway meeting organisation, with meetings
from September to May on the second Tuesday of the month
here in Wells Town Hall.  Stop at this stand to find out more.
On display will be photos of the last year’s outings, and the next
season’s meeting programme will also be available. More
information can be found at www.railwells.com.Flintcombe

Photo: Dickie Paget

Above: The bus to Scalefour Southwest. Photo by Chris Challis.

Scalefour Southwest by Public Transport

There is now a half hourly bus service to Wells from Bristol. The
bus is the Mendip Xplorer service 376, marked from Bristol to
Wells, Glastonbury and Street. For those travelling by train, the
bus stop at Bristol Temple Meads is at the bottom of the station
approach on the right. In Wells the bus stops at the HSBC bank
150 yards from the Town Hall. For the return journey, it is best
to go to the Wells bus station, or ask on the exhibition ticket
office.

The one exception to the half hourly schedule is there is no bus
on Sunday at 1700 hrs; it skips this time from 1630 to 1730 and
then goes on half-hourly. The bus is normally a comfortable
double-decker and, appropriately for 2016, in a dark shade of
Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway blue.

www.hmrs.org.uk
www.hmrs.org.uk
www.lynton-rail.co.uk
www.missendenrailwaymodellers.org.uk
www.pendonmuseum.com
www.sdrt.org
www.sdjr.co.uk
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https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west/routes-and-maps/mendip-xplorer


2mmFS

Burnham on Sea             John Perrett
Built by the late Denys Brownlee, this layout depicts a seaside
terminus of the Somerset & Dorset as it would have appeared in
the 1920s and 1930s.

Bath Queen Square Station       Jerry Clifford
A display of models, maps and plans of this iconic Midland
station.

OO

Cheeply                           Phil Smith
A depiction of a West Country market town station in the BR
blue era.

Drewry Lane                              Stu Davis
1960's freight-only line located in Dorset and featuring motive
power from the Southern and Western regions of BR.

EM

Chewton Mendip                   Tim Tincknell
A station on the fictional Somerset & Dorset branch to Priddy,
set in the blue period.

M Shed              John England
Now home to Bristol Museum industrial collection, running trains
past and present.

Angelbank                   Chris Hewitt
The bottom of the incline on the Clee Hill granite tramway.

O gauge

Edington Junction    East Kent 0 Gauge group
A Somerset & Dorset branch line station in the 1920s.

Other Scales - Other Gauges

You can compare and contrast the scales with the help of
the following specialists:

The 2mm Association
For information visit www.2mm.org.uk

The EM Gauge Society
For information visit www.emgs.org

The 3mm Society
For information visit www.3mmsociety.org.uk

The ScaleSeven Group
For information visit www.scaleseven.org.uk

Edington Junction
 Photo: David Grimwood

Display & Demo of the early days of P4       Iain Rice
Iain has put together a collection of artefacts that cover the first 10 years of Protofour. Most of these items are from before the
Scalefour Society came into existence and include stock, locos, track components the Protofour manual and much more.

50 Years Since Closure of the S&DJR            The S&D Railway Trust
The Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust will be in attendance with their full display to commemorate 50 years since the closure
of the line.

Special Displays

Ivo Peters prepares to take some photos at New Mere
 Photo: Chris Longley

The 2mmFS Burnham on Sea
 Photo: Chris Challis
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Scalefour Southwest Trade Support
Stock up with all those essential items!

ASPIRE GIFTS & MODELS
Unit 9, Court Farm Business Park, Buckland Newton, Dorset DT2 7BT
www.aspiregiftsandmodels.co.uk        01300 345355
RTR models, accessories and DCC supplies

BRANCHLINES
PO Box 4293, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 9AA
www.branchlines.blogspot.co.uk         01373 822231
Rolling stock kits, motors,gearboxes and wheels

BROAD GAUGE SOCIETY SALES
4mm modelling sales officer:   4mm_scale@broadgauge.org.uk
www.broadgauge.org.uk/modelling/bgs_parts_prices_4mm.html
Kits and supplies for modelling the broad gauge. Pre-orders only.

C&L FINESCALE (including CARRS and EXACTOSCALE)
Aran Lodge, Severn Road, Hallen, Bristol BS10 7RZ
www.finescale.org.uk           01179 505 470
Trackwork and soldering supplies

COOPER-CRAFT
Broom Lane, Oake, Taunton TA4 1BE
www.cooper-craft.co.uk         01823 461961
Etched and plastic rolling stock kits

DART CASTINGS (including MONTY’S MODELS and MJT)
17 Hurst Close, Staplehurst, Tonbridge Kent TN12 0BX
www.dartcastings.co.uk         01580 892917
Scenic modelling supplies and rolling stock accessories

DAVID GEEN KITS (including MALCOLM MITCHELL)
30 Silverwood Close, Dale Park, Hartlepool TS27 3QF
www.davidgeen.co.uk            01429 269600
Locomotive and rolling stock kits

DRAGON MODELS WALES
9 Kingsley Close, Sully, Penarth CF64 5UW
www.dragonmodelswales.co.uk        02920 531246
Etched rolling stock kits and transfers

EAST SOMERSET MODELS
The Railway Station, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet BA4 4QP
www.esmodels.co.uk         01749 880651
RTR models and accessories

EILEEN’S EMPORIUM
Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre, Newent Road, Gloucester GL2 8DN
www.eileensemporium.com        01531 828009
Tools, painting and scratchbuilding supplies

JANE RILEY ARTIST
Dolphin House, 8 Northend, Batheaston, Bath BA1 7EN
www.janerileyart.co.uk 01225 858 915
Railway paintings and prints

LYNTON AND BARNSTAPLE SALES
16 Williams Close, Longwell Green, South Gloucestershire, BS30 9BS
www.lynton-rail.co.uk 01598 763487
Preservation information and fundraising

MODELU
3 Tyn y Sarn, Llanwnog, Powys, Wales SY17 5JF
www.modelu3d.co.uk          07887 803737
3D printed figures and detailing components

MOUSA MODELS
745 High Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4QS
www.mousa.biz         020 8133 7547
Rolling stock kits and components

RAIL-BOOKS.CO.UK
9 Coney Close, Langley Green, Crawley, West Sussex RH11 7QA
www.rail-books.co.uk           01293 40613
New and secondhand books and periodicals

ROXEY MOULDINGS
58 Dudley Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 2JU
www.roxeymouldings.co.uk        01932 245439
Rolling stock kits, painting and soldering supplies

SCALEFOUR STORES
120 Hayhurst Avenue, Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 0BD
www.scalefour.org/stores/stores.html       01606 835708
Supplies for the discerning modeller

SOMERSET & DORSET RAILWAY TRUST
The Railway Station, Washford, Somerset TA23 0PP
www.sdrt.org
Somerset & Dorset Railway related books, DVD's, etc.

WELLS RAILWAY FRATERNITY SECOND HAND BOOK SALES
All proceeds in aid of The Railway Children charity
www.railwells.com
Book sales for a deserving cause

WILD SWAN BOOKS
3A Upper Lambridge Street, Larkhall, Bath BA1 6RY
www.titfield.co.uk/WildSwan.htm    01225 462332
Railway history and modelling books

WIZARD MODELS (including COMET MODELS & MSE/51L)
P.O. Box 70, Barton upon Humber DN18 5XY
www.wizardmodels.co.uk         01652 635885
Rolling stock and signalling kits, components and supplies

Published as part of Scalefour News No. 198. Edited and designed by James Dickie for the Scalefour Society.

Copyright is held by the authors, photographers and the Society.

The Scalefour Society Stand
Steve Carter will be on hand to resolve any membership matters or to offer a
ready ear to visitors who would like to chat. Remember, it’s never too late to
renew your subscription!

Jeremy Suter and the Scalefour Stores will also be present at the show.  Avoid
paying postage for those heavy or bulky items, or simply stock up with the
essentials.

The end of the line at Burnham on Sea
Photo: Tim Venton
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